
(For Democratic Services use) 

Decision Number: 03 - 2023-24

Portfolio Holder Executive Decision Statement 

The Local Authority (Executive Arrangements)(Meetings and Access 
to lnformation)(England) Regulations 2012 

Subject: 

Use of DIYSO refund monies to direct fund a post within the District 
Council's Private Sector Housing Team. 

Details of Decision taken: 

To approve the use of DIYSO refund monies to direct fund a post of 
Senior Private Sector Housing Officer within the District Council's 
Housing team. The post will be dedicated to delivering the permitted 
uses set out in the Affordable Housing SPD 2011 (SPD) for example 
empty homes and energy efficiency/ alleviation of fuel poverty. 

Any monies remaining unspent at the end of the period will be 
returned to the DIYSO refunds pot. 

Reason for Decision: 

As background, Portfolio Holder approval was obtained in 2012 to use 
5106 affordable housing monies to fund a "Do It Yourself Shared 
Ownership Scheme" (DIYSO), in partnership with Moat Housing. In 
total, 19 families were assisted into low cost home ownership under 
the scheme. DIYSO purchasers are able to "staircase" (increase) their 
level of ownership. At each point of staircasing, monies originally 
contributed are refunded to the District Council. As at 24 November 
2022, DIYSO staircasing refunds totalling £423,324 had been 
received, of which, to date, £110,000 has been committed to other 
projects. 

The Council previously employed a dedicated, full time Empty Homes 
Officer. However, this provision ceased in 2020 and the empty homes 
function was subsumed within the Private Sector Housing Team. As a 
result, the Team has only been able to provide a basic signposting 
service to customers. Whilst a dedicated Empty Homes Officer was 
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All Documents Considered 

 

SDC Housing Strategy 2022 – 2027 

Core Strategy and Affordable Housing SPD 2011 

Empty Homes Strategy and Action Plan 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/downloads/download/927/sevenoaks_district_housing_strategy_2022-2027
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/downloads/download/242/affordable_housing_supplementary_planning_document_spd
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/directory_record/2090/empty_homes_strategy_2023_to_2028/category/30/housing



